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The Unconventionality of 

The days of the manual typewriter are far behind us, as are 

many of the American English mechanics and grammar 

rules that 20th Century English students learned in school. 

One person's writing pet peeve is another person's poetic 

liberty. Consider some of these classic conventions, and 

see if any of them strike a key in your writerly self.  

PREPOSITIONS:
THEY AREN'T JUST

FOR PHRASES
ANYMORE

My mother always told me

never to end a sentence 

with a preposition.

 It was a completely 

reasonable request, especially

when you considered 

undistinguished phrases

such as "Where are they at?" or

"Can I come with?" However, it is

no longer the taboo of all taboos

to break this Latin-derived

grammar convention. Are we

really so proper that we have to

ask our friends, "With whom did

you visit the West Coast?" Or can

we be more realistic and ask,

"Who did you travel with?" (Even

the objective form of the

pronoun who is compromised

here.) The true grammar snobs

are shuddering right now, but

sometimes language needs to

be real and relatable. 

Sorry Mom!  

COMMAS: 
OVERUSED,
UNDERUSED, 
DO WE HAVE TO
USE?

Commas have traditionally 

been booted around and 

misunderstood. Different 

style guides propose different 

comma usage rules, each 

purporting itself as golden. 

However, in the 21st century, 

it seems that energy wasted 

on comma debates is simply 

wasted energy. In fact, social 

media forums and modern 

technology manage to often 

omit the comma, with little 

compromise to clarity. This 

trend seems to be making its 

way into less-formal side of 

academia as well. I have 

always had a tendency to 

walk on the safe and 

traditional rule side of the 

comma debate, but 

practicality seems to be 

allowing me to accept the 

beauty and freedom of the 

dark side. 

Click Here for 
Comma Commentary 

Is there a preposition 
you'd like to end a 

sentence with?  
Click Here!

http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_good_word/2014/01/comma_usage_rules_are_unclear_could_the_punctuation_mark_die_out_completely.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the_good_word/2014/01/comma_usage_rules_are_unclear_could_the_punctuation_mark_die_out_completely.html
https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2011/11/28/grammar-myths-prepositions/
https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2011/11/28/grammar-myths-prepositions/


Click Here for
commentary

 on progressive
use of the word

because 

YOU CAN'T START A 
SENTENCE WITH A 

CONJUNCTION!
And Why Not???! 

 

Growing up in a time where

the English language was

taught by a series of grammar

purists, The notion was drilled

into my head that it was

improper and incorrect to

start a sentence with the

words AND or BUT. This

mindset worked its way into

my teaching as well, and for

years I steered my students

away from this forbidden form

of written expression.

Recently, I began to question

my grammatical judgement,

and found some excellent

examples of prose effectively

using these words as sentence

starters. Upon further research,

I discovered that progressive

linguists do not frown upon

this antiquated stylistic trend. 

In fact, you may find a

significant amount of praise

for such prose. 

But for the grace  

of grammar!  

SPEAKING OF 
PREPOSITIONS:
When did it become okay

to use "because" as a

preposition? Why are you

so tired? Because grad

school. Why is your phone

battery dead? Because

Netflix.  Because NOUN

has actually been coined

as a grammatical

construction by several

linguists. Will it become a

part of our modern

grammar conventions? It

might. Why?  

Because 21st Century. 

Oxford
Dictionary
G I V E S  T H E

O K A Y  F O R  T H E

A ND S  

  A ND  T H E  B U T S !  

C L I C K  H E R E

I know this may seem like a lot of wrongs in a grammar world of 

rights. But by easing up on the grammar gestapo, we may find 

that content can hold far more value than convention. 

https://stancarey.wordpress.com/2013/11/13/because-has-become-a-preposition-because-grammar/
https://stancarey.wordpress.com/2013/11/13/because-has-become-a-preposition-because-grammar/
https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2012/01/05/can-i-start-a-sentence-with-a-conjunction/

